Starting out

Get your London experience moving

-
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LONDON IS A TRANSIENT
CITY — people are always
on the move, be it
changing jobs, where
they live, going travelling
or just getting around the
city. Once you’ve arrived,
your London life kicks in
as soon as you get a job
and a place to live. You’ll
soon learn the tricks of
the transport system,
organise your banking,
find your local doc and
also learn how to stay in
touch with home for as
little as possible, or where
and when to get your
hands on regular traveller
media, which will keep
you up to speed with

the latest events, parties
and travel specials.
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Accommodation

With so much flux, your experience of London will be greatly
enhanced by finding a comfortable digs — it can be your still
point or party central, depending on your needs.

DOSSING Chiefly a British term: to sleep or bed down in a
convenient place. If you are staying with a friend or sleeping
on their couch you will be known as a ‘dosser’. You’ll have to
be flexible as your bedroom is also the TV room, dining room
and party room! Dossers have no rights in the house and they
usually pay a small daily amount as thanks. Make sure you do
your bit to help out and try not to overstay your welcome.

HOSTELS If you don’t mind sharing, staying in a hostel is
the most flexible accommodation and there is a great social
atmosphere. There are hundreds of hostels in London ranging
in style and price: usually about £15 to £25 per night for a
dorm room and cheaper if you ask for weekly rates. Hostels are
also great in-betweeners once you’ve packed up your flat or
when you’ve just arrived back from travelling and need a place
to lay your head.

RENTING Long-term renting is the
best value for money if you are
planning to stay in the UK for a
while. Be patient as flat hunting can
be time consuming, although using
the Internet can make it easier.
You can post and browse ads on
sites like www.gumtree.co.uk or
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www.moveflat.co.uk, which have more details about the flat
and potential flatmates than newspapers do. Many people still
advertise in the classifieds of free traveller publications, so pick
them up or purchase a LOOT paper from a newsagent.

Types of rented accommodation

HOUSE/FLATSHARES This is the most popular option for
travellers living in London. You can either reply to an advert
for aroom in an existing houseshare or get a few people
together and find a vacant house or flat. Depending on size
and location, rooms range from £300 to £500 per month.
Couples or doubles should expect to pay a little more for the
room. You’ll usually need to pay a deposit (bond) to the value
of four to six weeks rent as well as four weeks rent in advance,
and most rental agreements run for either six or 12 months.

Before you sign the lease agreement, read it thoroughly and
be sure of what bills are excluded. Never hand over your
passport as security for your bond. If you are asked to do so,
refuse and be wary of dealing with this person or company.
Several companies offer antipodean accommodation in quality
houses in various areas of London at very affordable rates. Try
searching the web on www.sx-live.com/flats.

BEDSITS These are semi-self-contained rooms with a small
kitchen and communal bathroom. Depending on the location
they range from £85 to £250 per week.

STUDIO/ONE-BEDROOM FLATS These are totally self-contained
with a kitchen and bathroom. They are perfect if you like your
privacy, but can be expensive at over £100 per week.



Accommodation and terminology

F/F Fully furnished D/G Double glazing
F/M Female/male W/M Washing machine
OR Own room S/C Self-contained
S/R Share room PCM Per calendar month
N/S No smoking £90pw Cost per week

exc excluding bills
‘SW5’ | Postcode £90pw | Cost per week

inc including bills
C/H Central heating Dep Deposit required
AGY | Agency (this can No DSS | No social security

mean extra fees) beneficiaries

Council tax

Street cleaning, rubbish collection and similar services are
funded by council tax, which is levied on homeowners (or onto
the tenants). Council tax is not usually included in your rent,
so make sure you check as there are serious consequences if
it’s not paid. The amount varies from area to area.

Utilities

Water, phone, gas and electricity are usually billed quarterly.
They can be tricky to arrange, so try to take on the previous

tenant’s phone number and get their utilities transferred into
your name. Also, take down meter readings and the previous
tenants’ new contact details to avoid their outstanding bills

being charged to you. Phone the utility companies for an up-
to-date tally of how much is owed in the billing quarter so far.
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Popular areas to live

Everyone has different opinions of areas
in London because upmarket and council
areas are right next to each other. Each
area has a certain something and you
may get quite attached to your particular
spot. Here is an overview of popular
locations for young professionals. The
further outside of central London you
live, the cheaper the rent, but travel
costs and times increase. Commuting
should be the most important factor in
‘\ your decision. For more information,
visit www.livinglondon.net.

NORTH

Highgate N6 and Archway N19

Highgate is on the Northeast corner of Hampstead Heath,
which is made popular in summer with kite-flying, fishing,
model boating and swimming in any of the three ponds. The
edges of the Heath play home to several famous drinking
havens and people from all over the world visit the homes

of John Keats and Sigmund Freud. Archway is a popular area
with leafy streets and beautiful Victorian homes — slightly less
expensive than Highgate. ¢ Zone 2 and 3 o Northern Line

Finsbury Park N4 and Turnpike Lane N8
Finsbury Park will suit an active lifestyle. The park is 112 acres
and is a mix of open ground, gardens, a children’s play area,



café and an art exhibition space with sports facilities, which
include a football pitch, bowling green, athletics stadium, tennis
and basketball courts as well as an American football field and
softball and baseball diamonds. These areas have reasonably
priced accommodation and there are good pubs, bars and
restaurants. Finsbury Park is a great space that is developing.

e Zone 2 o Victoria and Piccadilly Lines and Overground

Islington N1 and Highbury N5

Islington and Highbury are very popular areas to live because

of their beauty and proximity to central London. Islington has

a vibrant nightlife with many restaurants, bars, cinemas and
theatres and Highbury has sports and leisure facilities. There’s
also a variety of quaint shops together with the Camden Passage
Antique Market. The more affordable area is near Arsenal
football stadium. e Zone 2 e Victoria Line and Overground

NORTH WEST

Crinklewood, Dollis Hill NW2 and Kilburn NWé6

These are reasonably priced areas with good transport links
into the centre and many houseshares. There is a lively nightlife
and plenty of pubs, restaurants, tennis courts, a shopping mall,
a cinema and a theatre. In NW2, there are a variety of small,
inexpensive cafés and restaurants. e Zone 2 e Jubilee Line

Camden Town NW1

A bustling and high-profile area, Camden is full of life with a
Bohemian vibe. Some parts are expensive but affordable places
abound. It’s close to the centre and has some lovely housing
and great shopping. This is home to the huge Camden Market
and live jazz venues and quirky bars. ¢ Zone 2 ¢ Northern Line
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WEST LONDON

Shepherd’s Bush W12, Acton W3 and Hammersmith W6
These areas are popular with antipodeans for the reasonably
priced rent and great tube and bus links. There are many
traveller pubs, including the notorious Walkabout Inn
(Shepherd’s Bush) and the raucous Redback Tavern (Acton).
There are also sports grounds, museums and the newly built
Westfield shopping centre. Hammersmith has some great pubs
and entertainment in lovely settings along the Thames, but
costs a little more. o Zone 2 o Central and Hammersmith City
Lines and Overground (Shepherd’s Bush)

SOUTH WEST

Clapham SW4

A great area with relatively cheap accommodation. The
transport links are good and reliable, with lots of night buses
supporting the busy nightlife near Clapham South. There are

a variety of bars and clubs ranging from small and conservative
to the multilevel and slightly crazy infernos. Clapham Common
is a big draw card, being home to many rugby and football
teams and more recently, military fitness enthusiasts.

e Zone 2 o Northern Line and Overground

Wimbledon SW19 and Putney SW15

Both areas are easily accessible and beautiful, with
Wimbledon’s sweeping commons and Putney’s view of the
river. They are very popular areas, which tend to be a bit more
pricey than Clapham. Wimbledon boasts its famous tennis
championship in summer and the Oxford/Cambridge boat race
sets off from Putney. There are plenty of restaurants, bars and
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clubs in this area and beautiful shops in Wimbledon Village.
e Zone 2 and 3 e District Line and Overground

Brixton SW9

Gritty Brixton has a raw excitement to it, and young
professionals live here as it’s close to the centre. There are
plenty of shops, pubs and night clubs. It’s famous for the Brixton
Academy (concerts) and its Caribbean Street Market in Electric
Avenue. e Zone 2 o Victoria Line and Overground

Earlsfield, Southfields and Wandsworth SW18

Earlsfield and Southfields are popular with London newcomers
as it’s possible to find good value for money. There’s a shopping
centre in Wandsworth, which is convenient and easily accessible
from Earlsfield and Southfields too. The nightlife is more focused
around smaller bars and pubs and there are many parks suited
to leisure activities. o Zone 3 o District Line and Overground

SOUTH EAST

Blackheath and Greenwich SE10

These are pleasant areas with good transport links into the
city and Canary Wharf. This area is a mixture of expensive and
affordable accommodation and is highly sought after.

e Zone 3 and Zone 2 e DLR and Overground

EAST LONDON

Docklands, Limehouse and Canary Wharf E14
Canary Wharf is the commercial hub of London. Many places
are still very reasonably priced. There is steady growth in the



local vibe and the gorgeous modern accommodation. Riverside
pubs, good Chinese restaurants and the soap ‘EastEnders’ are
famous here. e Zone 2 o Jubliee Line, Overground and DLR

Stratford E15

The 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games will have their

main base at the Olympic Park in Stratford, which will
contain a significant number of venues including the Olympic
Stadium, Aquatics Centre and London Velopark. Some of the
new housing will serve as the Olympic Village before being
reconfigured for the property market. After the Olympics the
plans include the largest new urban park in Europe in over a
century. e Zone 3 e Central and Jubilee Lines and Overground

Leytonstone E18

The birth place of David Beckham and the home of Alfred
Hitchcock, Leytonstone is a high-density suburban area and
may derive its name from the large stone standing at the
junction of Hollybush Hill and New Wanstead. In the 18th
century, an obelisk was mounted on top of it and it has been
claimed that it is the remains of a Roman milestone.

e Zone 3 and 4 « Central Line

CENTRAL LONDON

Earl’s Court SW5

Earls Court has become expensive for long-term
accommodation. However, it’s full of hostels and B&Bs, so is
perfect for when you are just starting out or need an in-
between place to stay. It has many pubs, bars and restaurants
and an energetic atmosphere. e Zone 1 e District Line
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